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been made, by reaſoning and argument, to explode the notion 


i 7 4 


S ERM ON, &: 


Genes1s 1. 24. 
Ide, and God will ſurely vifit ou. 


N looking into the many controverſies that have been in 
the world concerning almoſt every ſubject, Moral, Philo- 
ſophical, or Religious, many very ſurpriſing things are met 
with; but nothing more ſo than the attempts that have 


of a Providence and Faith in God; attempts to perſuade men 
that there is no ſuch thing as a creating and governing Mind, 

that gave being to the Univerſe, and ſuperintends all affairs in 
it; a Mind perfect in wiſdom, of infinite goodneſs, and ir- 
reſiſtible power and energy; capable therefore of preſerving 
and governing his own World, of conducting all things to the 
moſt defirable iſſues, and unchangeably determined to do it. 
Whatever vain men may ſay, theſe perfections of the Creator 


are fo plainly apparent in the works of his hands, that no 
wonder ſuch as deny and argue againſt them ſhould be reduced 


to the pooreſt and moſt contemptible ſhifts, in accounting for 


things, and at laſt to the greateſt abſurdities. If they will ac- 


knowledge no God, they muſt deny all de/ign in the works of 
Nature : all which the learned call final cauſes ; that is, muſt 
deny that the eye was made for ſeeing, the ear for hearing, 
the palate for taſting, the arms and hands for labour : and fo 


in a thouſand inſtances. And when men become capable of 


running into ſuch abſurdity as this, plain ſenſe will think them 
ſcarcely fit to be reaſoned with at all. 885 


The world was for many ages in full poſſeſſion of thoſe 


principles, concerning the Divine Being and Providence, that 


2 are 


41 F 


are fundamental to all Religion and found Philoſophy. But, as 
it has been often ſeen in like caſes, weakneſs, and ſuperſtition 
abuſed them to bad purpoſes, Schemes and ſyſtems of Religion 
were invented and propagated, that were very abſurd, and of 
pernicious tendency to corrupt the manners of mankind ; as 
well as to break in upon the tranquillity of the mind by ſuper- 
ſtitious dread : and which put men upon ſervices of the reh:g:- 
ous find, that, tho? perfectly infignificant to the profeſſed purpo- 
ſes of them, were laborious and expenſive ; in ſome inſtances, 
inhuman and barbarous. When this had been too generally 
the Rate of the world, Philoſophy was called in by a celebrated 
ſchool to it's aid; and took a method very effectual, I own, to 
baniſh ſuperſtition ; but which at the ſame time baniſhed all 
Religious Principles, without any exception in favour of the 
moſt rational and evident. The exiſtence of God, it is true, 
was not generally denied ; but the abſolute denial of Provi- 
dence, and of any relation of God to the univerſe, as the 
Author and Governor of it, amounted indeed to the ſame 
thing: and ſhewed that the authors of this philoſophy, while 
they complied with a way of ſpeaking, generally received, for 
forays ſake, effectually undermined all that was meant by it. 
And how amazing is it, that men, ſetting up as maſters of 
reaſon, and to inffruct the world in truth and nature, ſhould 
ever have publiſhed, and profeſſed to defend it, that the world 


was the effect of chance, or of a neceſſity, altogether inexpli- 


cable, but perfectly void of deſign | That they ſhould do this 
in contradiction to the plaineſt appearances of things, and the 
ſtrongeſt evidence of reaſon! 

It is not my intention to purſue this argument any farther. 
But were the principles of theſe Philoſophers loaded with no 
ſuch ſhocking abſurdity, they mult to all ingenuous minds ap- 
_ pear moſt unfriendly to mankind ; and caſt a moſt diſagreeable 


gloom over the univerſe, Who could reliſh exiſtence in a 


fatherleſs world, left in all, even the moſt important occur- 
rences and concernments, to chance; or under a neceſſity in 
which it is confeſſed there can be no wiſdom, no goodneſs ? 

left in innumerable obvious or unſeen dangers, without any 


refuge, any power, from which ſafety or deliverance is to be 
_ aſked or hoped ! in a ſtate, which, notwithſtanding all the 


ſtrongeſt appearances of deſign, order, and harmony, is in re- 
ality perfect chance, and therefore perfect confuſion ! forced 
to bear whatever might befal, without ſeeing any kind inten- 
tion, any wiſe purpoſe, any juſt cauſe, that might reconcile 
the ſuffering mind, and render patience a virtue! 8 


On 


. 
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On the contrary, 


How pleaſing, as well as juſt and rational is it to believe, 
that the world is the work of a Mind, infinitely powerful, 
wiſe, and good, in which the whole ſcheme was contrived, be- 
fore Creating Power gave exiſtence to any part ; that accord- 

ing to the original delign it is conſtantly governed; which de- 
ſign, worthy of infinite Wifdom and Benevolence, ſhall be 
moſt happily and c ffectually ſerved : that all that can come to 
paſs, whether affecting the world in general, or individuals, is 
under the immediate Weder and direction of the firſt Cauſe, 
ſo that every thing ſhall contribute to ſerve the beſt purpoſes ! 
Here the human mind reſts in perfect tranquillity ; and Virtue 
triumphs, as upon very good evidence aſſured, that no ſcheme 
could be framed in the Eternal Mind, in which exiſtence ſhould 
5 not prove bleſſing and happmeſs to the good and worthy; in 
1 which they ſhould not be conſtantly under the favourable no- 
tice of the Divine Eye. To the name of the Lord, therefore, 
the righteous flee as to a H rong tower z in the ſufferings of life 
ſubmitting with dutiful and peaceful reſignation to the wiſe and 
good Arbiter of all, and hoping from Him deliverance, in the 
ſeaſon that ſhall be fitteſt and beſt ; perſuaded at the ſame time, 
that theſe very ſufferings, however painful, ſhall in the iſſue 
prove real advantages. From the fame confidence towards 
5 God, the virtuous and believing derive fortitude of ſpirit, in 
* all appearances of danger, and threatenings of future evil, 
in the proſpect of Death, and of an endleſs ſtate, at preſent 
inviſible, For to him who believes that God reigneth, and 
that nothing can. befal him but what is the very beſt that could 
befal him, no future event can be formidable. A moſt plea- 
ſing light is caſt upon univerſal nature, upon all the poſſible re- 
volutions of time, and of eternity. Say among the Heathen, 
the Lord reigneth the world alſo ſhall be ftabliſbed that it ſhall 
not be maved. He ſhall judge the people righteouſy. Let the 
| heavens rejoyce, let the earth be glad, let the ſea roar and the ful- 
neſs thereof ; let the fields be joyful and all that is therein; then 
ſhall all the trees of the wood rejoyce before the Lord, for be 
cometh, he cometh to judge the earth. He ſhall judge the world 
 wvith righteouſneſs, and the people with truth, Pf. xcvi. 10. 
The fixed and pleaſing confidence in God, the tranquillity of 
Spirit, which the dying Joſeph in the words of my Text ex- 
prefleth, ſets the advantages of faith in a moſt engaging light: 
I die, and God ſhall ſurely viſit you, and bring you out of this 
25 into the land which he ſware to Abraham, to Iſaac, and to 
acob. | ; 


While 


. 


niſters of ſtate even the greateſt and beſt are liable; or was 


rol 
While the attentive reader peruſeth this paſſage, his imagi- 
nation cannot fail of preſenting to him the friends and brethren 
of this great man, ſtanding around him in the moſt affectin 


forms of ſorrow. They came to receive the laſt commands of 


Joſeph, and his final adieu. This muſt to ingenuous and ten- 


der ſpirits be very painful. Joſeph had done great honour to 
his father's houſe, as a perſon of diſtinguiſhed worth, and 
whom Divine Providence had eminently favoured and exalted. 
It was reputable to be of his kindred. And he had been to his 


relations a ſtedfaſt and affectionate friend; diſcovering upon the 


moſt important occaſions a tenderneſs and generolity of ſpirit, 
that are exceedingly amiable. You know from the ſtory of his 


life, that when he had it in his power to have taken moſt ſevere 
revenges for the unnatural and barbarous injuries he had ſuffer- 


ed at the hands of his brethren, he was ſo far from entertain- 
ing any ſuch thought, that he ſolicitouſly laboured to convince 


them of his being perfectly reconciled. And tho? their crime 
had been ſuch as could admit of no apology ; yet he endeavours 
to make their minds eaſy, by ſaying the only thing he could ſay 


to anſwer that end; viz, That what they had done, under the 


direction of a wiſe and good Providence, had proved, in the 


Hue, greatly to the advantage of that family, and of the 
world around them. A, for you, ye thought evil againſt me, 
but God meant it unto good, to bring to paſs, as it is this day, 
to ſave much people alive. Gen. I. 20. The reader will eafily 


perceive that this extraordinary interpoſition of Divine Provi- 


dence did not excuſe their guilty intentions ; but he will at the 


_ ſame time ſee in theſe expreſſions of Foſeph the ſtrongeſt cha- 

racters of a tender, good, and generous heart. He is ſo- 
licitous that they ſhould not be angry with themſelves, that they 
_ ſhould ſuffer no pain or anguiſh upon his account. Amazing 


And fo far as we are informed by the hiſtory of his conduct 
afterwards towards the houſe of his father, it was all of it 
worthy of this generous delicacy of affection. His ſtation in 
Pharaoh's court gave him great opportunities of ſerving their 
intereſt, which he did not fail of improving. He ſupported 
and protected them, and took all the wiſeſt methods of making 
their ſtate and circumſtances eaſy; acting the part of a father 
indeed, toward the whole family, and like a man that reliſned 
and enjoyed his own greatneſs principally on account of it's being 
| ſerviceable to them. EO . 


How long he continued in court, or what his circumſtances 


were in declining life; whether he had withdrawn from affairs, 


or ſuffered any of thoſe changes of fortune, to which all mi- 


ſtill 
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ſtill poſſeſſed of his high favour and power, the hiſtory does not 
inform us. And fo we are at a loſs to know, whether he con- 
tinued during life, capable of ſerving his friends as effectuall 
as he had done at the firſt, But ſuppoſing he was not, ſurely 
ingenuous and affeCtionate relatives muſt lament exceedingly, 
and have the moſt painful ſenſations that tender ſpirits feel in 
that kind of grief, when they ſaw ſuch-a brother, friend, in- 
_ deed father, going down to the houſe of ſilence. He that had 
been their glory, their protection, their ſupport, was to be no 
more, . WM 
As for this illuſtrious perſon himſelf, he diſcovers a conſtant 
and eaſy mind. He ſaw that he muſt die. But as a confirmed 
believer in God, he expreſſes full aſſurance that God would 
wifit his brethren ; that he would in proper time bring them 
into the Land of Canaan; and takes an oath of them, that 
they ſhould carry up his bones along with them. He loved the 
ground, that God had promiſed to the ſacred Tribes. He 
would have his remains depoſited there. Not ſolicitous what 
| ſhould come of a lifeleſs carcaſe, a piece of inſenſible clay; 
but rather in teſtimony of his being an heir of the promiſe 
made to Abraham. Probably with the ſame view 7acob order- 
ed that he ſhould be buried in Abraham's tomb. Theſe men 
rejoyced in the Covenant of God; were firmly perſuaded 
that his promiſes to them ſhould be fulfilled ; they forefaw 
pleaſing and happy days of their poſterity in the Land of Ca- 
naan. It was natural enough then, that they ſhould order their 
bodies to be buried in it, as the permanent poſſeſſion of the 
family. But the New Teftament directs our thoughts to much 
greater things than this, as the objects of their Faith. Ca- 
naan was to be their temporal inheritance ; but they ſought and 
believed they ſhould obtain a better Country, that is, an 
Heavenly. God was not aſhamed to be called their God, for he 
had prepared for them a city. Of this, Canaan was under- 
ſtood to be a pledge. In ſuch proſpects as theſe the faith of 
the Patriarchs triumphed. And with what pleaſing ſatisfacti- 
on and tranquillity of ſoul, muſt Joſeph be ſuppoſed to enjoy 
them. A man of approved integrity and virtue, and who 
would with juſt confidence promiſe himſelf a ſhare in whatſo- 
ever Divine Goodneſs had provided for the children of Abra- 
ham, Thoſe children in whoſe hearts and lives, the faith and 
| holineſs, by which he was ſo much diſtinguiſhed, were piouſ- 
ly imitated. Happy Man! Who could with an unruffled 
mind, and an erect ſpirit, ſee himſelf in the laſt ſtage of life, 
and di rect the diſpoſal of his bones, as a teſtimony of his fixed 
confidence towards God, — — 4 
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At the ſame time he minifters the moſt ſubſtantial conſola- 
tion to his mourning friends, I die, but God ſhall ſurely viſit 


you, &c, Our friends and benefactors die. Men that have 


been our refuge in diſtreſs, and our plcaſing entertainment 
in a proſperous ſtate. But God lives for ever. He will be al- 
ways preſent to the world; govern it according to the mea- 
ſures of unerring Wiſdom and Goodneſs. In him we are to 
truſt. Put not your truſt in princes nor in the ſon of man in 


whom there is no help, His breath goeth out, he returneth to his 


earth, in that very day his thoughts periſh, Happy is he that hath 
the God of Jacob for his help, whoſe hope is in the Lord his God. 
Fhich made Heaven, and Earth, the Sea, and all that in them 


is; which keepeth truth for ever. Pſ. cxlvi. 36. 
Too the mourning [ſrazlites, to Foſeph at parting with them, 


it muſt be unſpeakably comfortable to know, that the God 
of Abraham, was the true God, the Mo? High, the Poſſeſor 


of heaven and earth, that he was the God of Abraham and 


his ſeed by expreſs covenant. That he had engaged himſelf to 
take care of them; to bring them into the Land of Canaan, 
as their inheritance ; that his Eye and his Heart ſhould be to- 
wards them continually. His Power they knew, was all- 
__ ſufficient ; his Goodneſs infinite. They had already ſeen ma- 


ny and moſt fignal interpoſitions of his Providence on their be- 


half. And they could have no doubt of his Faithfulneſs, and 


perſevering to do them good. In this faith, their ſolicitous 


minds might have quiet reſt.” Foſeph dies. But the God in 
whom Abraham's ſeed are to truſt, lives eternally. Their dy- 
ing friend that had done ſo much for them, was the gift of his 
Providence. And never can that Providence be at a loſs to 
find effectual means of ſerving the purpoſes of his Goodneſs 


to his ſervants. Let them, therefore, in the moſt threatening 


appearances, with peaceful and eaſy minds hope in Him, *Tis 


a juſt homage to his Almighty Power and Infinite Grace; and 


the moſt fubſtantial confeſſion of our faith in his Holy Provi- 


dence. 7 


Upon the paſſage thus explained, we may make the follow- 
JJ. nl 5 
Firſt, That there is a weakneſs in that affection, however 
amiable it may appear, which fixes it ſelf in attachments to 
our friends of eminent worth, as if we were never to be ſepa- 
rated from them. No eminency of worth will be a protecti- 


on from Death and the Grave, He ſeeih that wiſe men die. 
The time of our enjoying any temporal advantages is, indeed, 


Mort. It remaineth that they that rejoyce, rejoyce in a moſt va- 
luable friend, which does, in truth, give the very higheſt — 
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of life, be as though they rejoyced not. The great thing, ſurely, 
that we are to attend to, is, I hat we make the proper im- 
provement of our intimate acquaintance with diſtinguiſhed 
characters; that we labour ſolicitouſly and conſtantly the imi- 
tation of them in the practice of virtue, That we eye their 


ſpirit and conduct as a living law to us. And ſo act that we 
may be accounted worthy of the honourable relation of 
friends to them. But while we muſt foreſee that death ſhall 


part us from them, let Faith in God direct our hopes to a 
ſtate, in which ſuch friends meet, to be ſeparated no more. 
Let the nobleſt kind of all ambition, inſpire us with warm de- 


fires, and give vigour to our endeavours, ſo to live, that ac- 


cording to the grace of the Goſpel, we may be accounted 
worthy of fellowſhip with them, in the higheſt, eternal Bliſs. 

II. Let no Mortal be the object of our truſt, That any 
ſuch ſhould be ſo, plain ſenſe, as well as our Bibles, pronoun- 
ces it weakneſs and folly : And perhaps, tho” inſenſibly, it 


often grows to a degree that has impiety in it. When men 
ſtrongly rely upon their friends, that are powerful, generous 
and true, they are too apt to forget God. And He, the great 


Ruler of all, to whom we owe our friends, as all the other 
comforts of life, is diſhonoured by a guilty negligence, Far 


be this from believing minds. While our ſpirits rejoyce in the 
important aſſiſtances we receive, by the favour of Providence, 


from our friends ; let us remember at the ſame time, that we 
owe all to God, as the firſt Cauſe, and Spring of action; and 
that He ſtill can do what is neceſſary for us, when our. friends 


are removed. No event of this kind, or any other, can limit 
His Power, or take from His All-ſufficiency, In His holy 
and gracious Preſence, and under the ſhadow of His Wings we 


are ſafe, What is good, the Lord will unqueſtionably give. 


His Name is our ſtrong tower. Let it be conlidered that a 


conſtant regard to God only, as the object of our truſt and 
confidence, while it is one of the nobleſt branches of that 


Worſhip of the heart, we owe him; ſo it will preſerve us 


from the pain and anguiſh of mind, to which ſuch as make 


men their confidence, are always expoſed, and frequently ſuf- 


fer. What ſhall become of me now? Whither ſhall ] 
turn my ſelf? J have loſt my all, and fee nothing but miſe- 
ry before me, No ftroke like this. Would I had never 


„been born, or had not lived to ſee this day. This or 


language of the fame kind, uttered with all the wild appear- 
ances of a deſponding and diſtracted mind, we not unfrequent- 
ly hear. And perhaps with all the paſſion and vehemency that 
are in it, it ſcarcely expreſſes the agonigs of the heart. * 
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would not earneſtly deſire, and labour to get into a ſtate of 
mind, that ſhould prove an effectual preſervative from all ſuch 
intenſeneſs of grief and deſpondency of ſpirit? A ſtate in 
which the ſou] might poſſeſs it ſelf in pleaſing tranquillity ; and 


in which loſſes of friends and other diſappointments, tho' felt 


with tenderneſs and delicacy enough of paſſion, yet ſhould 
not overwhelm men, and make exiſtence it ſelf appear puniſh- 


ment and miſery to them. And, every one will be ſenſible 


that there is but one way of attaining to ſuch a ſtate, (of at- 
taining to it, I ſay, for I am not at all now ſpeaking of a 


complexional inſenſibility) and that is, eſtabliſhing ourſelves 


in the Faith of God, and his wiſe and gracious Providence go- 
verning the world; keeping upon the mind, and at all times 
preſent to it, a fixed perſuaſion that no event can come to paſs 
in our lot, but what is fit and right; but what, did we know 
enough of the connexion of things in the Divine Adminiſtrati- 


on, would be the matter of our choice: No event but what in 
the iſſue will prove gainful. Such a ſenſe of things ever ob- 
taining in the mind, would be an impregnable fortreſs in the 
day of evil, And faith, thus poſſeſſing the ſoul, raiſes it above 


unjuſt dependences upon things precarious, and fixes it in a 


reliance upon God alone; ſo that it can foreſee and meet with 


the greateſt diſappointments, without being loſt to it ſelf. They 


that truſt in the Lord ſhall be as mount Zion, which cannot be 


moved. As this is the manifeſt tendency of faith in God, and 
as it has been often ſeen to produce ſuch effects, we have much 
reaſon to ſuſpect, that when the ſeverities of Providence prove 


too hard for our ſpirits, our faith is culpably defective; at leaſt 


on ſuch occaſions may be aſſured, it does not exert it's proper 
energy, whether that is owing to habitual weakneſs, or pre- 


ſent vehemences of paſſion, that ſhut out all ſerious and deli- 
berate thoughts, But let it ever be remembered, that integrity of 


life, and true holineſs, are neceſſary as the foundation of faith, 
on our part. For, tho? God heareth the Prayers of the righte- 
ous, He ever will be far from the wicked, Sound philoſophy 
and the holy Scriptures aſſure us of the Divine Exiſtence, Per- 


fections, and Providence; but it is only by means of conſci- 
_ oufneſs of integrity, that we can derive conſolation from 


them, | 
2 Tho' it does not become us to make our moſt va- 
luable friends the objects of our truſt, yet as the entertainment 


they give is the moſt innocent, elegant, and improving enter- 
tainment of human life, and their ſervices moſt ſenſibly oblige 


us, it is unnatural not to know and feel our loſs, when they 
ure removed; not to pay the tribute of ingenuous grief to 
| their 
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their memory. Tis but a juſt acknowledgment of their 


worth; and, when under proper regulations, foftens the ſpirit 
into a temper and ſentiments, very profitable, I may add, 


pleaſing. All the human heart then exerts itfelf in the ten- 
dereſt paſſions, and is prepared to receive impreſſions, that may 
be of very laſting advantage. on 

I have been directed to thoſe Meditations by a very melan- 
choly Event, which I ſuppoſe is known to you all, I mean, 


the death of your late paſtor, Mr. Abernethy. You expect, 
and no doubt your thoughts are haſtening to ſome account of 


his character. Without farther preface, I offer an imperfect 
delineation of it in the following particulars. 
He was the worthy ſon of a moſt venerable father, the late 


reverend Mr. John Abernethy of Colerane: who was an emi- 
nent chriſtian ; a learned divine; a vigilant laborious paſtor ; 
a man of deep penetration and ſolidity of judgment, of an al- 
moſt unparallelled ſtrength of memory *, of an extenſive pub- 
lic ſpirit, of. undaunted courage ballanced by great wiſdom in 
_ counſel, of a delicacy of taſte for correct ſpeaking and wri- 
ting; and, a man of a thorough gentlemanly behaviour, of 


polite addreſs. An happy conjunction of faculties and qualities, 


which ſeldom meet in one man. His diſtinguiſhed merit was 
highly regarded at the Court of our late Glorious Deliverer, 
King William; where he ftayed above one year and an half, 
executing a commiſſion with which he had been charged by 
his brethren in the north of Ireland in the year 1688, on be- 
half of their liberties T. | | 


Our Mr. Abernethy was a gentleman whoſe countenance 


ſpoke boldneſs and manly reſolution. There was in it an air 


of greatneſs and gravity, not without ſome mixture of awe ; 
but this laſt happily tempered by the ſweetneſs of a graceful 
aſpect, habitual chearfulneſs, and good humour, Theſe upon 

Ro B 2 proper 


* His memory was ſo ſtrong, that he delivered his Sermons in the pulpit, as ex - 
actly in the very words in which he had premeditated them, as if he had read them 


publicly from a manuſcript, tho? they were generally of an hour's length; and after 
many days, could dictate them to an amanuenſis, without the omiſſion, or al- 
teration of any one ſentence: So that neither himſelf nor his audience were at any 


loſs by his having never committed any of his Sermons to writing; which was not 
the effect of choice, but of neceſſity: His hand being fo bad as not to be legible, and 


he ſo very ſlow in writing, as he could not undergo the fatigue, and expenſe of time 


it muſt have coſt him. 


| + While he was in Londen, his ſon obn (then a boy) was left with a relation at 


a diſtance from his mother and her children, which was the happy occaſion of his be · 
ing preſerved from being in the famous fiege of London-Derry, wherein all her chil- 


dren died: While Jobn was ſent to Scotland to his grand-father (by the mother) a a 


worthy gentleman, the repreſentative of an ancient family, and chief of the name, 


Walking ſhaw of that Ilk, Providence, by this means, kept him for a blefling to 


the church, and an honour to his country. 
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proper occaſions, enlivened by a ſprightly wit, which was al- 
ways correct, and the moſt diſtant poſſible from levity, were 
entertaining to his friends. A negligent air, and the appear- 


ances of inattention, which were wholly natural and unaffec- 


ted, covered the moſt exact application to what he was about, 
ſo that ſtrangers were often ſurpriſed to hear him ſpeak juſtly, 


and reaſon with accuracy, when he did not ſeem to heed what 
he ſaid. In the faculties of his mind, he was quite above the 
common rate of men. He had great quickneſs of apprehenſi- 
on and readineſs of thought; a genius and invention that al- 


ways pleaſed, very often ſurpriſed 3 a clear and penetrating 
diſcernment of men and things; and a memory ſtrong and 


faithful, that ſcarcely upon any occaſion failed him. With all 
this, he was as patient of thought and enquiry as any perſon I 


have ever known ; and had a mind unclouded by that ſort of 
occaſional and unaccountable gloom, which often hangs over 


and depreſſes weaker ſpirits ; ſo that his faculties were always 


his own. With a mind ſo endowed, it was not poſſible that 
an induſtrious application to ſtudy, for a courſe of many years, 
ſhould not furniſh him with a great compaſs of uſeful know- 


| ledge, He knew, indeed, a great deal not only of books, 


but of affairs, and the world ; and knew how to make his un- 


derſtanding uſeful to others for their inſtruction and entertain- 


ment. It muſt have been an unfortunate company, in which 


he thought fit to converſe, that did not receive both, and into 
which pleaſing expectation did not enter with him. He never 
made any thing afraid, but vice or impertinence, and was one 
of thoſe happy few of whom their friends often complain, they 
Have too little; but never one complained that he had too 
much. His very preſence gave joy to his friends. In difficult 


and perplexed turns of life, he was their refuge, and they 


thought themſelves ſafe in following his advices. He had, in- 
deed, a peculiar faculty in quieting and compoſing ruffled and 


painful minds. And the apparent wiſdom of his counſels ne- 
ceſſarily begot a pleaſing dependence upon them. 
The purity of his manners from his firſt appearances in the 


world, to the laſt, was unſpotted ; he had a reliſh for the ſe- 
verities of virtue, that abſolutely forbad mean indulgences. 
Perfectly temperate, I ſhould rather ſay, abſtemious, and not 
unfrequently to a fault. He avoided all appearances of evil; 
and was conſtantly attentive with the moſt curious exactneſs, 


to all the decencies of life and conduct. So that virtue ap- 


_ peared in him in all it's ſtrength and luſtre, and yet without 


the unſociabk ſtiffneſs, the ſourneſs of rigour, which in many, 
| otherwiſe 


Bi 


otherwiſe worthy characters, render it deformed and diſagree- 
able. 


Thoſe that were acquainted with him in early life know, 


but perhaps would ſcarcely be credited in the accounts they are 


able to give of the courſe of religious diſcipline he purſued ; 
and his piety and devotion towards God. No man lived more 
in Heaven; no man in whom the Spirit thence derived, of 


ind mn and of a ſound mind, more appeared. Many 
hours days- 


world, and converſing with God, and his own heart. In theſe 
exerciſes he ſet a fair pattern to others, and contracted thoſe 
habits himſelf, that made life one continued approach to God, 


frequently returning, ſhut up from the 


and a bleſſing to all around him, What pleaſing enjoyment of 
himſelf muſt reſult from ſuch a combination of natural abili- 
ties, refined and hallowed by Religion in it's higheſt eminen- 


cies; and what a happy preparation for doing and bearing what- 
_ ever was appointed for him? Accordingly his patience and 
firmneſs in adverſe circumſtances, and in working his wa 


through difficulties, commanded the admiration of all his 
friends; he bore without complaint, as if inſenſible. 
The ſocial virtues adorned him above moſt men. He had 


paſſions naturally ſtrong ; but under ſuch correction, that it 
was uſual for his acquaintances to ſpeak of his temper, as a 
thing quite unmoveable. Happy the perſons that lived under his 
roof; joyned to him in the moſt ſacred relation of life; or in 
that of children, kindred, or otherwiſe. They experienced 


the ſincereſt and moſt permanent affection ; had daily before 


their eyes the living repreſentation of what is moſt excellent 


and amiable in human nature ; and were happy in the conſtant 


entertainment of his converſation, his uſeful inſtructions, and 


moſt faithful care. Families bleſſed with ſuch advantages, as 
his was, muſt either be very happy, or utterly inexcuſable. 
He had a mind formed for friendſhip ; and there was in his 


friendſhip nothing inconſtant or capricious. He could bear 


much in it without changing. He was indeed ſparing in the 


more delicate appearances and external profeſſions, but never 

failed in important acts. A very little ſaid by him was juſtly 

accounted a great deal ; and his friend was ſure that whatever 
he ſaid, if there was opportunity, he would do more. 


The general calm good will was very conſpicuous in him. 


He was ready to ſerve all that he had opportunity of ſerving ; 


and ever diſcovered a benevolence too generous to brook thoſe 
ſhackles and confinements, that in. many cramp nature and 
thwart it's genuine tendencies. It ſoon appeared from his 


public performances that he ſaw the injuſtice and pernicious 
effects 
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effects of the Party Spirit in religious matters. And there was 
nothing againſt which he more warmly and induſtriouſly point- 
ed the efforts of his reaſon and eloquence, from firſt to laſt; 
with his utmoſt force of perſuaſion recommending that Charity, 
that cordially embraces true worth wherever it is found; and 
knows none of the narrow little diſtinctions, that, in low ſpi- 
rits or entangled with prejudice, are the objects of moſt flaming 


| Zeal. His very heart was in this Cauſe, and it had viſibly the 


afcendant in his whole life. He conſtantly endeavoured to 
communicate that generous, which is the truly Chriſtian, Spi- 
rit that had taken poſſeſſion of his own ſoul, to all others; and 


this with ſuch ſucceſs, that the remarkable prevalence of Charity 


at this day, in thoſe places which were for many years his ſcene 
of action, is in a great meaſure owing to him. And he had a 
greatneſs and firmneſs of mind, not to be moved by clamour 
and noiſe, or other more ſenſible inconventences, that are 


| ſeen not ſeldom to divert weaker minds from purſuing what 


is right and fit, and from ſupporting the beſt of all cauſes. And 
as this patronizing with ſo much Zeal the cauſe of Chriſtian 


Liberty, will be acknowledged by all that knew him, to be 


one principal part, ſo I hope by many it will be eſteemed the 
glory of his character. FV „ 
And as he was above all low and narrow prejudices in Reli- 
gious Principles, ſo no man over whom the ſpirit of the world 
had leſs power; always ready to ſerve the cauſe of Truth, 
Virtue, and Charity, at any expence of labour or private in- 
tereſt; of which his life afforded ſeveral eminent inſtances. 
And ſurely no perſon with greater exactneſs obeyed the Great 


Law, That we ſbould do to others as we would have them to do to us. 
It was a maxim with him, never to believe ill of any man, 


but upon ſuch evidence, as would oblige him, if a judge, to 


condemn. This was doing juſtice to mankind. And if he 
was flow to believe ill, he was flower ſtill to ſpeak it. His lips 
were not profaned by that abominable vice. But he knew how 


to bear being ſpoken ill of, unmoved. Spoken ill of———A 


monſtrous thing in ſuch a character, and which could be the 


effect of nothing but prejudices and miſtakes in matters of opi- 


nion. For tho he might meet with enemies to his Cauſe, ] 


dare ſay, he never met with one to his perſon. In a word, 
Truth and Rectitude, good Will and Love, ſhined in his life, 
not in paſſionate ſpeeches and actions, but in a calm, ſteady, 
uninterrupted purſuit of what tended to the good of the world 


about him: That kind of love which has the leaſt of human 


weakneſs in it, and therefore is the neareſt reſemblance of 


Divinity: That love which is under the direction of ſound 


Reaſon : That knows to do the hardeſt of all things, to forgive 
Ss an 
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an enemy to afflict a friend, and put him to pain, when 
it is neceſſary to his ſervice, which is perhaps, at leaſt to many, 


the moſt difficult of the two, 


Mr. ABERNETHY had finiſhed his academical ſtudies early, 
and entered early into the Miniſtry, Soon after he had paſſed 
his trials as a candidate, he received a call from the congregati- 
on at Antrim, where he was ordained in the year 1703. Auguſt 
16. and in which he continued to the year 1730. that 
he removed to the congregation of Proteſtant-Diſſenters, in 


Il/odftreet, Dublin. During his Miniſtry in Antrim, he had 


calls from the old congregation of Belfaſt, from London- 


Derry, and from Ujber*s- Key in Dublin; fo juſt and ſo uni- 
verſal was the reputation he maintained, that no ſooner were 
the moſt eminent congregations vacant, than they fixed their 
eyes on him as the fitteſt perſon they knew for undertaking 
the Paſtoral Care of their Souls. His firſt appearances in public 
promiſed very conſiderable things; but he quickly exceeded 


all the expectations of his friends. His performances always 
diſcovered exactneſs of thought and judgment, Never any 
thing like confuſion in them. Readineſs of thought, and in- 


vention of an amazing compaſs, made the compoſition eaſy to 


him. And a clear, compoſed, and aſſured mind, with a flu- 
ency and choice of words that never failed him, made the de- 


livery ſo. I ſpeak now of the time in which he made no uſe 
of his papers in the pulpit, (which way he diſcontinued from 


the time of his ſettlement in Dublin.) But particularly, the 


fluency of his thoughts in Prayer, which was generally in a 


Scriptural Style, was ſurpriſing, and appeared inexhauſtible. 


His Sermons had many things in them which tho” juſt and na- 


tural, and plain too, yet were not obvious to perſons of no 


more than common invention ; this made them entertaining, 


And a clear, fine, ſtrong voice (tho' it was often much com- 


plained of that he did not enough attend to the modulation of 
it) was an advantage in the delivery. But his great talent lay 
in elevation of ſentiment and ſtrength of reaſon, which filled 
others with a wonder that left no hope of being able to imitate. 


1 For a good many years, he had a moſt happy Pathos, and a 


tincture of rational Enthuſiaſm (for ſurely there is ſuch a thing) that 
wonderfully ſtruck the imaginations, and paſſions of the hearers. 
This in his riper age gave way to more direct addreſſes to the 
underſtandings and reaſon of men, in a ſtyle ſtrong and ner- 
vous, and with arguments moſt cogent and convincing: The 
whole full of ſentiment, and of a moſt exalted ſtrain; enter- 
taining and profitable to all that would attend, and could under- 
ſtand. The truth is, it was a diſadvantage that he found it 
| extremely 
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extremely difficult to ſpeak down to the underſtandings of all, 


And tho? upon intimations of this kind that were given him by 


his friends, it may be eaſily believed he deſcended as low as 
he could; yet he never could, as low as many deſired, In his 
laſt years, he applied himſelf more particularly to explain the 


neſs of Virtue and a Holy Life. Many of his di 


theſe ſubjects ſet things in a new light. 
uſed, and publiſhed to the world before, are improved. One 


foundations of Morality and Religion; to ſhew the reaſonable- 


{courſes on 


Reaſonings that were 


conſiſtent ſcheme of religion will be found to run through 
them ; and all recommended by a moſt maſculine force of per- 


ſuaſion and argument. 


In the manner of delivering his Ser- 
mons there was ſome variety. The hearer was always pleaſed 
and inſtructed; but upon ſome particular occaſions when the 


argument warmed and elevated his own mind, he delivered 
himſelf with ſuch an apparent feeling of the Truth, and ſuch 
nly commanded the attention, but made 


authority, as not o 
deep impreſſions, _ LG ol We oe ro © 
While in the North, he applied himſelf to his other con- 
gregational labours, according to the rules obſerved there, viz. 

catechiſing, viſiting families and the ſick, as much as his ne- 


ceſſary avocations would allow him, with care; always point- 


ing them to the true ends of Religion, and with good ſucceſs ; 
carrying it with tenderneſs and affection to his people; ready 
to ſerve every one that needed, or could be the better for his 


aſſiſtance. And here it may be proper to obſerve the uncom- 


mon Zeal with which he laboured among thoſe in the 
neighbourhood, that were of the popiſh Religion, to convince 


them of their Errors, and gain them to the embracing of pure 


Chriſtianity. He converſed much with them in private, as 


he had opportunity; and went often into Killelagb, where 


there are conſiderable numbers of ſuch, prevailed upon them 
to attend at Sermons he preached at Loughſide upon their ac- 


count, and where they would admit that, viſited them from 


houſe to houſe. Theſe charitable labours, in which he had 
the aſſiſtance of ſome neighbouring miniſters, he continued at 
ſtated times for ſeveral years, and they were not without ſuc- 


ceſs. For ſeveral of the natives embraced the Proteſtant Re- 


ligion, and continued in it to their laſt, Thus he laboured in 


the North. And then to ſee him in the decline of life, when 


he changed the ſcene of action, apply himſelf to the buſineſs 


of the Study, in reading, meditation, and compoſing Ser- 
mons,with as great diligence as if he had been but juſt entering 


upon his miniſtry, 


| 


gives us a high idea of his indu 


ſtry and ap- 
plication, 
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plication, and ſhews the eſteem he had of his work, and his 
* in it. f 5 

ith ſuch miniſterial abilities, and a ſhining private cha- 
racter, Mr, Abernethy could not fail of being the delight of 


his friends. For many years he was admired to a degree that, 
1 had almoſt ſaid, was too great for any mortal. How often 


has 1t been ſeen that when he began to ſpeak (which upon 
ſome important occaſions he would do, for a long time toge- 
ther, often extempore, with perfect eaſe and fluency) profound 
ſilence has taken poſſeſſion of a large aſſembly of his brethren 


and others, not a little noiſy before, and fixed them motion- 
leſs, till he had ended. Extraordinary reſpe& was paid him, 
not only by his brethren in the miniſtry and the people of his 


own congregation, but by all that knew him, And it ſhewed 


uncommon greatneſs of mind, to bear it without ſuffering 
deeply by it; and that no appearance of vanity was ever known 
about him. Jo bear ill uſage is great, to bear the veneration 


paid to Mr. Abernethy is much greater; for that aſſaults men 
upon their weakeſt quarters. la 


He made a good uſe of it. His reputation gave him great 


weight and authority in counſel. And as he had at heart the 
flouriſhing of pure, genuine Chriſtianity, and of the diſſenting | 


intereſt as nearly allied to that, he was never wanting, as a 
principal, in projecting and executing what might contribute 


to ſerve that intereſt. For many years he was conſidered in 
the aſſemblies of miniſters, as the deſire of their eyes, and a 


manager of affairs, on whom they might depend. Nor had 
they ever reaſon to repent of, or be uneaſy at the part he acted 
in any truſt, in which they gave him a ſhare. Mature 


deliberation in counſel, diligence, firmneſs and dexterity in 


execution, were in no perſon more conſpicuous. No wonder 
he was univerſally regarded. : 


I wiſh I could draw a veil over the occaſion on which this 


circumſtance altered, When the cauſe of liberty came to be 


publicly debated, as he eſpouſed that cauſe with much zeal 
and firmneſs, ſo he was hardly _ and ſpoken of by many. 
And when a public breach of Mini 


that he ſteadily purſued what to him appeared to be truth, and 
neceſſary to ſupport the rights of Men, Chriſtians, and Pro- 


teſtants; acting agreeably to his own reaſon, which he could 


give up to no man, and to the principles of Religion: Inflexi- 


ble to all conſiderations that 2 tempt him to ſwerve — : 
IM C em. 


erial Communion between 

the contending parties could no longer be avoided, he took his 

lot with the other members of the Preſbytery of Antrim, But 
without entering into any of theſe debates, one thing is certain, 
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them. His reaſon muſt be convinced, or his mind could not 
be changed. And with what ſtrength of argument, eloquence, 
and patience of contradiction (for which indeed in all debates, 
private and public, he was famous) he maintained a cauſe, that 
had his heart for many years, in the moſt public aſſemblies, is 
fo well known that I ſhall not need to repreſent it in particular 
inſtances. The perſons that ſignalized themſelves in that de- 
bate are, moſt of them, now removed from our world, But 
I am fully perſuaded that men's cool reflecting thoughts, upon 
their memory, their cauſe, their defences, their conduct in 
that matter, will be of much more ſervice than all that argu- 
ment and eloquence could do, while they had a torrent of pre- 
judices to ftrive againſt. They be dead, yet ſpeak, and J hope 
more effectually than ever. 

To conclude, the natural abilities that diſtinguiſhed Mr. 
Abernethy, in conjunction with ſuch ſweetneſs of temper, ele- 
vated piety, ſocial virtue, and purity that never knew the ſtain 
of crime, make a character which every ingenuous mind muſt 
revere, but it ſeems rather too big for virtuous emulation. 


—— 
— 


— * 
re 
* ? a 


**. — 2 — — + — 3 a _ 5 . 
=——— 


a ea. ag — 


„ 
828 


— 
OS NILES 
. Res. 
5 — 


>. 
— 


THE 


APPENDIX, 


Some brief Memoirs of the Lives and Characters 
; of the late Rev. Meſſieurs THOMAS SHAW, 
WILLIAM TAYLOR, MICHAEL BRUCE. 
and S{4 MUEL HALIDAY, Proteſtant-diſſenting 
Miniſters in the Counties of Down and Antrim. 


HE Reverend Author of the preceding Sermon deſign- 
ed it only for the pulpit. But the Preſbytery of Antrim, 
which met ſoon after it was preached, made it their 

earneſt requeſt that it ſhould be ſent to the_ Preſs, Their de- 
ſign was, to pay a juſt tribute to Mr, Abernethy's memory; and 
to ſet before their own eyes, and before all other Paſtors of 
the Chriſtian Church (as far as theſe papers will reach) a ſhining 
example of miniſterial] gifts and labours; and, before the world, 
a a beautiful pattern of illuſtrious virtue and pure religion. 
For the ſame reaſgns, they adviſed me to publiſh the follow- 
ing brief Memoirs of the lives and characters of four of his 
and their moſt dear co-preſbyters, and moſt valuable fellow- 
labourers in the work of the Lord, They were prepared by 
Mr. Duchal, from a larger collection he had made ſome time 
ago, for his own private ſatisfaction ; of which he has given us 
an abridgment. The reader will obſerve, that the four miniſters 
are mentioned in the order of time in which they died. 
When we reſolved on the publication of Mr. Duchal's Ser- 
mon, we knew that another had been preached in 
Dublin, on the ſame mournful occaſion, on the very 
ſame day, and by an able Hand too; tho' we had not 
then ſeen it, we daily expected it from the preſs, and that 
it would appear (as it has ſince done) in the character of an 
. 2 excellent 
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pains; could not trifle with or lightly paſs over objections, 
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excellent performance, that would do juſtice to the dignity of 


the Subject, and do honour to the Preacher. But, ſeeing a 


Sermon had been preached in Antrim (where he laboured 


twenty ſeven years) by his ſucceſſor, we thought we had a 


providential call to make the publication of it our own act and 
deed; eſpecially, becauſe of the propriety of annexing to it 
the following brief Memoirs, compoſed by the ſame Author. 


Brief MEMOIRS 
Of the LIr E and CHARACTER of the Reverend 
Mr. THOMAS SHAW. 


——— 


\ FR. THOMAS HA was the youngeſt ſon of 
M Willam Shaw of Buſh, Eſq; a gentleman of conſider- 


able figure in his Country, and of great virtue and worth. 
When our Mr. Shaw, who had a liberal education, had paſſed 
through the uſual courſes of ſchool and academical learning, 
he applied himſelf to the ſtudy of Divinity, wherein he made 
very conſiderable proficiency in the famous Univerſity of Ley- 
den; and for his farther improvement, ſtaid ſome time in the 


city of London, converſing there with men of learning and 
worth, Upon his return to his country, he paſſed trials as a 
candidate for the miniſtry ; and ſome time after, received a 
call from the congregation of Proteſtant-Diſſenters at Ahoghzl, 


where he was ordained December 20, 1710. 5 7 
He was indeed an ornament to his character. Candor and 


integrity of ſpirit were eminent in him, and very highly and 


Juſtly celebrated by all that had opportunity of knowing him. 


He ſeemed to be utterly incapable of any thing mean or diſin- 


genuous. And as it has been often obſerved, that no man can 


be thoroughly honeſt, without a good ſhare of courage and 
| firmneſs of mind; ſo the candor and ingenuity of his ſpirit 
was ſupported by a fortitude and reſolution equal to that 
of moſt men. He knew no puſillanimity or feebleneſs 


of temper ; and adhered ſtedfaſtly to what he judged fit and 
right. Not ſudden, indeed, in forming reſolutions; for in 


_ eaſes of difficulty, and in which much inquiry and 3 


were neceſſary to form a ſound judgment, he was at the utmoſt 


and 
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and was not to be determined by any authority of names how- 


ever great, if not inſpired. But when the evidence of truth 
appeared clearly to his mind, as he readily embraced it, ſo he 
ſtedfaſtly maintained it. And he met with conſiderable occa- 
ſions in his life, to ſhew that no temporal intereſts could pre- 
vail upon him to betray it. Few men acted more from con- 
viction of judgment, and leſs againſt it. As in matters of doc- 
trine and faith, he was very patient and deliberate in his in- 
quiries ; ſo in conducting affairs, eſpecially in perplexed caſes, 
where wiſdom in counſel was much required, he was an ex- 
cellent member of ſociety, No man could with a nicer eye 
diſcern diſtant dangers, and difficulties, or judge better how 
they were to be avoided. He had much of the 0:/dom of the 
ſerpent, in conjunction with the innocence of the dove; with 
great prudence and diſcretion adviſing others, and acting his 
oven part; but with ſuch evident appearances of true worth 
and ſimplicity of ſpirit, that perſons who diſliked the cauſe he 
ſerved, could not help loving the man. 


In private affairs he was exceedingly uſeful to his friends, by 


his advices, and aſſiſtance otherwiſe ; and the whole neighbour- 


hood received great and frequent advantages, by his kind 


compliance with their deſires to interpoſe in caſes which were 
like to occaſion variance and ſtrife. He muſt needs, in ſuch 
cCaſes, have much weight and authority; for as no man ſuſpect- 
ed his underſtanding, ſo no man could ſuſpect his integrity. 
No one ſurely could be better intitled to the bleſſing of the 
peace- mager. | OD 
His meek and gentle ſpirit hated all variance. In his public 
character he guarded, as much as poflible, againſt diſſenſion 
with his brethren, He thought not the worſe of men for dit- 
fering from him in opinion ; and would have done any thing 
for peace, that could be done, conſiſtently with a good con- 
| ſcience, and the juſt and neceſſary vindication of the common 
rights of Men and Chriſtians, 6 theſe he could not give 
up. | 


He was a man of a chearful temper, and enjoyed the merry 


heart to a great degree; but a gravity, that exceedingly be- 
came him, directed and governed that fo, as to render it al- 


ways entertaining, never offenſive, He was of a ſweet and + 


ſocial ſpirit, which knew no capricious or unaccountable vari- 
ations ; tenderly affectionate, and very generous. It was de- 
light to him to ſerve his friends. Their proſperity was reward 
and happineſs to him; and in afflicting caſes, he moſt 


faithfully ſympathized ; and theſe qualities, were greatly re- 


commended in him, by a behaviour that had much of the 
gentleman 
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gentleman in it, and ſo regulated, that the attentive obſerver 


might diſcern a conſtant care, to ſay nothing, to do nothin 
unworthy of himſelf. “ I had the happineſs“ (they are the 


words of the preacher * of his Funeral Sermon, who gave his 


Juſt character at large, of wi:.ch this is a ſhort abridgment) 
of an early and intimate acquaintance with him, and con- 
© tinued in it to his laſt moments; and for the ſpace of near 
© thirty years familiarity, cannot on the ſevereſt reflexion, 


& charge his conduct with an indecency or indiſcretion. With 


<« as good a right as moſt men in his age, might he appeal to 


„ his flock and all that knew him, as the Apoſtle did to the 


&« Saints of Theſſalonica, Ye are witneſſes and God alſo how 
& holily and juſtly, and unblameably we behaved our ſelues among 
© you,” But his worth was recommended ſtill farther by great 
modeſty, He had greatneſs of mind without haughtineſs of 


ſpirit. Nothing aſſuming to himſelf, while he was prepared 


to pay all poſſible reſpect to others. And tho' he could do 
nothing mean, yet he knew how to condeſcend and ſtoop to 
the loweſt, whom he had opportunity of ſerving : Which 
great numbers, in the neighbourhood where he lived, remem- 
ber and teſtify with gratitude. „ 3 

Religion appeared in him in a manly form, exact and 
zealous ; but without ſuperſtitious weakneſs. The truth is, 


Chriſtianity could not be grafted upon a nature more ſuitable to 


it, If the ſum of that Religion is love, it was like to flouriſh 
in a heart ſo happily formed to be the ſeat of that affection. 


He dwelt in God, for he dwelt in love. And it was obſerved 


that his diſcourſes upon that ſubject viſibly excelled all his other 
performances. : 3 

It could be from no view to ſecular advantages, that he en- 
tered into a public character among the Diſſenters; his doing 


ſo was rather an expreſſion of ſelf-denial, and ſhewed plainly, 


that he meant nothing but the ſervice of mankind, and to 
promote the intereſts of Religion. | 


His performances in the pulpit were judicious ; his addreſſes 


to the conſciences of men, ſerious and affectionate, He un- 


derſtood and could well explain the true Chriſtian Spirit. And 
that abhorrence of vice, and love of virtue, which were deeply 
rooted in his own ſoul, prepared him with great earneſtneſs to 


recommend the one, and in the weightieſt manner to perſuade 
men to avoid the other. And tho? in the Delivery of his Ser- 
mons, in which he made no uſe of papers, he ſometimes 
laboured under diſadvantage, from an elocution not the readieſt ; 


* The Reverend Mr, HxNDERSON, 
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yet it was an obſervation often made by his friends, that in 
Prayer he was never at a loſs : The matter was always pertinent, 
the language proper, and generally ſcriptural, uttered with an 
eaſy fluency of expreſſion, and with great appearances of 2 
_ thorough engagement of the heart. 

He took great care of the lock committed to him, which, 
till the unhappy public debates divided it, was a very large | 
one. He made his congregational labours his principal buſineſs 
in life; noticing carefully the ſmall as well as great; and 
' bending his utmoſt endeavours to gain them to the cauſe of 


truth and virtue, and to eſtabliſh them in faith and holineſs. 


He bore his laſt illneſs, which was ſevere and painful, with 
much magnanimity, and a fixed reliance upon God. He 
Was happy i in the teſtimony of his conſcience, and the hopes of 
immortality, And, as the public controverſies, at that time, 
were ſtill warm, he took occaſion in a few very plain and 
ſtrong expreſſions to teſtifie to ſome intimate friends that were 
about him, the ſatisfaction he had in the part he had acted, in 
which his heart fully approved him. He retained the ſerenity 
of his ſpirit to the Jalh He died October, 737. 


Brief MEMOIRS 
Of the Lirzs and CHARACTER of the Reverend 
Mr. WILLIAM TAYLOR. 


E was the ſon of the Reverend Mr. * Lian Taybr of 

Randaiſtrwn, a very worthy Miniſter, and a man of 
exceeding good ſenſe, Mr, Taylor junior was as much the 
man he appeared to be as moſt men I have known. He had a 
preſence that ſpoke frankneſs and boldneſs of ſpirit, and 2 
good deal of warmth ; and he had, in truth, a warm heart, 


and a ſtrong, reſolved temper of mind. "This evidently ap- 


peared in all matters of importance in which he was engaged, 
eſpecially thoſe that moſt immediately concerned his own ſtati- 
on and buſineſs in life. But the earneſtneſs of his ; ſpirit was 
under the direction of very good ſenſe and a ſound judgment. 
He could reaſon with great ſtrength, and was a weighty ſpeak- 
er, mixing the rational and pathetic very happily. And as the 
whole of his behaviour was ſmoothed and Pond if > 

reeding 


that required 


4 1 ; 
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breeding, which he throughly underſtood, he was very agree- 
able in ſociety, and acceptable in the beſt companies. A man 


of whom his friends could have, upon no occaſion, reaſon to. 


be aſhamed. = | 
When he came to be known to the world by his public per- 

formances, there were ſtrong appearances that Religion inti- 

mately poſſeſſed his heart; and that the natural warmth of 


his temper was turned into zeal for God, His Prayers and Ser- 


mons diſcovered much ardour of ſpirit, and were not a little 
recommended by the uſeful inſtruction contained in them, and 
the propriety both of matter and words that was obvious to e- 
very judicious hearer. His performances were never mean; 
and he had a talent of enlarging much upon the ſubjects he 
treated to very good purpoſe, and of ſetting them in a clear 
and ſtrong light. His thoughts were juſt, and he ſpoke with 


much energy, warming his hearer's heart, while he enlighten- 


ed his underſtanding. 


When the cauſe of Liberty became the ſubje& of public ; 
_ controverſy, he quickly eſpouſed it, and all his life long con- 
tinued a ſtedfaſt friend to it. He never ſeemed to engage in 


any thing with more warmth, than in recommending charity, 
and ſtanding up for the rights of Chriſtians and Proteſtants, 


He could not bear any thing narrow and confined, which he 
accounted utterly unworthy of the Chriſtian Spirit. He bore 
his ſhare in the defence of Liberty conftantly and cheartully ; 


and not a ſmall one in the difficulties to which the advocates of 
it were expoſed. A convinced judgment, and determined re- 


ſolution, made him ſtedfaſt and immoveable in this. And it | 
appeared plainly, that all intereſts and views of the temporal 


kind muſt give way to conſcience. His natural firmneſs was 


happily hallowed by the Grace of God. 


His paſtoral labours were very acceptable to the beſt judges z 


and they were delight to himſelf. He ſeemed to have much 
_ Pleaſure in reading, and meditation, and in compoſing Ser- 
mons; and was happy when he had reaſon to believe his com- 


poſitions were pleaſing and edifying to others. He took plea- 
ſure in being at pains to adorn the pulpit, and to appear in it in 


a worthy manner; always zealous in propagating the genuine 


Chriſtian Spirit, and holy love as the very eſſence of it. 
It was a great loſs to his own people, and to his friends in the 


neighbourhood, that he was ſo ſoon and fo long confined, by 


very calamitous bodily diſorders. He was, in the latter part of 
his life, very little abroad, and lamented much that he was 
incapable of performing thoſe Services to his congregation, 

Bar and travel. His diſorders grew gradually 
| Da AE. eee eee upon 
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worth, as much a gentleman, and of a ſerious ſpirit. 
ordained in Carncaſtle, Fune 14th, 1715, where he continued 


and worth, His firſt public — I have been often infor- 
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upon him, till they overpowered a conſtitution naturally 
ſtrong, and that promiſed longer life. But in his long con- 


finement he wonderfully retained his ſpirit, and his reliſh for 


thoſe enjoyments of life, eſpecially the converſation of wor- 


thy friends, that had been the entertainment of his beſt 
days, 


In a word, he was like himſelf in life and death, and will 
be remembred by thoſe that knew him, as a man of real 


He was 


to his death in May, 17 34. 


Brief MEMOIRS 


Of the LIFE and CHARACTER of the Reverend 


Mr. MICHAEL BRUCE. 


H was lineally deſcended from the celebrated Mr. Robert 


Bruce a gentleman of an ancient and honourable fami- 


ly; who was bred a lawyer, and pleaded divers years at the 
barr, as an advocate at Edinburgh : whoſe great zeal for the 
Reformation, then ſtruggling with great difficulties in Scotland 


in the minority of King James the 6th, prevailed on him to 


drop his lucrative employment, and to enter into the holy 
Miniſtry, which he exerciſed in that city with general appro- 
The ſtand he made for the liberties of his country, 
and the intereſt of pure Religion, quickly drew on him the 


bation. 


eyes of the whole kingdom, and commanded reſpect from all 
true friends to the worthy Cauſe in which he was engaged. 
Our Mr, Bruce's father, the Reverend Mr. James Bruce of 


Killileagb, and his grand-father, the Reverend Mr. Michael 


Bruce of Killinſpy, were eminent and worthy Miniſters. 
Mr. Michael Bruce junior, inheriting the virtues of his ve- 
nerable anceſtors, was a perſon of very uncommon character 
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med, did not promiſe any thing that was extraordinary, But 
it was not long till he appeared in ſuch a light, that one would 
have been tempted to think new faculties were ſprung up in 
him ; or that faculties came then to exert themſelves, that had 
been quite dormant before. He diſcovered great ſtrength of 
reaſon and clearneſs of judgment; and was as happy as any man 
could be, in ſtriking upon that which was of the greateſt force 
in any argument, and in urging it with ſuch perſpicuity and 
ſtrength, in the plaineſt, ſimpleſt words, that it was often quite 
irreſiſtible, and put an end to debate. And indeed in moſt 
caſes, tho ſomething might be ſaid, nothing could be anſwer- 
ed to his reaſoning. His talent lay in thinking clearly and 
with great patience of labour; and in being able to liſcern 
where men could attain to certainty ; and where they muſt be 
content to be at a loſs, or reſt in conjecture. Where think- 

ing and reaſoning could ſucceed, he failed not of making him- 
ſelf maſter of the argument, and no man was more dextrous in 


aſſiſting the inquiries of others, or a more uſeful member of 


fociety where impovement in knowledge was aimed at. His 
temper was capable of riſing into warmth in reaſoning, but his 
underſtanding did not forſake him in it, ſeeming to grow ſtron- 


ger as his 1 imagination was heated. Many were the occaſions he 


had to exert theſe admirable powers, on a very conſpicuous 
ſcene, of which the memory is ſtill freſh among us; and in 


which he became diſtinguiſhed in an extraordinary manner, 


much admired even by his antagoniſts. | 
Strength of reaſon in Mr. Bruce was exceedingly recom- 
mended by the modeſty of the man; he knew nothing aftu- 
ming; did not contend for victory; did not aim at expoſing 
any man's weakneſs, that he might raiſe a triumph to himſelf. 
He was of an humble temper, and had the happy art of main- 
taining his cauſe with all poſſible firmneſs ; but without any 
thing that approached to the haughty and inſolent. As he ne- 


ver ſpoke without ſomething to ſay ; ſo he never ſaid it in a 
manner unbecoming himſelf. But what is principally to be 

conſidered in his character, is the uſe he made of his under- 
ſtanding and knowledge. His moſt laborious inquiries had 
been into the foundations of Morality and Religion. In theſe 
arguments he was a Maſter. The exiſtence and perfections of 
God, the law of Nature, and the evidences of Chriſtianity, 


were ſubjects he thoroughly underſtood, and in treating them 
ſuggeſted many things out of the common road, but very ſa- 
tisfying. He was himſelf a firm believer in God ; ; and of the 
| Religion of Chriſt, And he ſeemed to be upon no ſubject as 


thoroughly 
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thoroughly engaged, as when he argued the reality of natural 


and revealed Religion. 
But the ſkill with which he managed theſe arguments, was 


but a ſmall thing when compared with the influence of them 


upon his own temper and life. His ſpirit and conduct were a 
wondrous tranſcript of the laws of Chriſtianity, He made it 
his conſtant care to do no evil, and with exact caution watch- 
ed over his words and actions; ſolicitous to do nothing that 
his heart ſhould reproach him for ; and to apply the powers of 


reaſon and conſcience in all his conduct. And his life, in 
truth, ſeemed to be fo habitually ſubject to thoſe, that to act 
a wiſe and good, as well as innocent part, looked in him to be 


perfect nature. 


His Religion was of the moſt rational kind. A moſt natu- 
ral fimplicity and ardent devotion appeared in his addreſſes to 


God, and an eaſineſs of expreſſion not to be imitated by an- 


other. He ſeemed to have a conſtant ſenſe of God upon his 
mind. And upon all occaſions, where his wiſdom and modeſ- 


ty allowed it, was dropping hints that tended to make the 


ſame impreſſions upon others. He devoutly regarded the pro- 


vidence of God. Thoroughly convinced that all events are 


under Divine Direction and Influence, he diſcerned the Sove- 


reign Hand in every thing; moſt gratefully acknowledging a 
_ proſperous lot, and bearing diftreſs with a firmneſs and decen- 
cy, that was the admiration of all that knew him. He had 
a heart not to be broken. And as he did upon many occa- 
ſions diſcover tender paſſions, and a delicacy of ſentiment, the 


reader will aſcribe this to the powerful ſupports of faith in 
God, and a perſuaſion that whatever came to pals in the 
courſe of Providence was beſt, rather than to a natural apathy, 
His mind ſeemed to be conſtantly ſerene ; and in ſome very me- 
lancholy occurrences ſo unſhaken, that you could not from his 
temper or way have found out that any thing afflicting had be- 


fallen him. His friends were not rendered uneaſy by any com- 


plaints from him. And this temper he maintained to the laſt, 


through a tedious courſe of illneſs, in Which he ſuffered much 
uneaſineſs, and by which he went down, at laſt to the grave, 


His ſpirit all the while free and eaſy ; his patience perſevering, 


and his ſubmiſhon to the Divine Will dutiful and afteCtionate, 
The power of Religion was eminent in him. And he could 


very exactly diſtinguiſh between the appearances of religion 


that were ſuperſtitious and whimſical, and thoſe things that were 


juſt and rational. And while he made the one the fubject of 
his conſtant attention and care, he was free from the _ 
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| Wl His deportment always grave, but never gloomy, his 129 
i Cheerful, tho* moſt ſerious. 


$33: who is molt like God; and that the imitation of God conſiſts 
T% principally in goodneſs ; ſo the ſpirit of Religion appeared in 


110 Mr. Bruce in a moſt extenſive and cordial good will. He la- 


9 boured to do good to all; and was always ready to perform any 
HE: kind ſervice in his power. Deſcending in this into many things, 
which a ſpirit not tempered like his own, would have neglec- 
ted as trivial, or forbidden as beneath him. A careful obſerver 
muſt have ſeen in him, that if he had not been genteelly edu- 
cated, yet the goodneſs of his heart would have made him a 
well bred man an ingenuous diſpoſition to oblige every one, 
would have produced effects of the fame kind in him, that po- 
liteneſs does in others. He acted from principle what many do 


tunity of ſerving his friends, they were ſure of his beſt wiſhes. 


In caſes of diſtreſs, his ſympathy was moſt tender, and expreſ- 
fed in the moſt agreeable manner. 


But there was nothing in his character more conſpicuous, 


A dor and ingenuity of his temper obliged him to uſe with his 
tk friends. Never ſurely was there any one leſs cenſorious than 
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ly; and repreſenting, tho' in a mild manner, what he thought 
weakneſs and error. But when he had in this manner done 
juſtice to his friends and his own mind, he was the readieſt man 
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to others, And in him this faithful freedom was the more no- 


Thy'; which makes it apparent, that he acted purely from 
principle. 


He treated the characters of all men with 5 and juſtice. 
He was not without wit, that had ſomething of ſatyr in it. 
But this was under ſuch management, that no one was put to 
pain by it; and he could not ſuffer the abſent to be ill uſed. 
A certain friend to ſuch as were run down, ſo far as juſtice 

would allow him to beſo. And a man that while he laboured 
to do honour to human nature himſelf, endeavoured to make it 
appear as amiable in others as he could, This nice regard to 
equity and juſtice, in points in which many men of none of 
che worſt . indulge themſelves much liberty, will 


eaſily 


Lf But as it will be always evident, that he is the godlieſt man 


from meer habits of ceremony. And where he had no oppor- 


or worthy of imitation, than thoſe freedoms, which the can- 


he. But where he found reaſon to ſuſpe& the conduct of his 
friends, he could not help explaining himſelf to them very ful- 


in the world to ſet their weakneſſes in the moſt excuſable light 


; ticeable, that he was juſt the reverſe of a meddler in other 
men's affairs, indeed was in many inſtances rather culpably 
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eaſily induce the reader to believe, he well deſerved the reputa- 
tion he had obtained in private affairs and tranſactions, of an 
inflexibly honeſt man. 


He had with reſpect to matters of opinion, a moſt extenſive 


charity for men ; thought not the worſe of any man for dif- 


fering from him, in points upon which vital Religion did not 
depend; and deeply lamented the unhappy conſequences of 
ſtraitening the terms of Miniſterial and Chriſtian Commu- 
nion too much. He had a moſt ingenuous and large ſpirit; 


had his aim fixed on the true ends of Religion, and while 
theſe could be anſwered, was eaſy about every thing elſe. In 
him the cauſe of liberty and charity had a moſt reputable and 
ſucceſsful advocate, And he did not more honour to it b 

his admirable defences, than by the amiable purity of his life, 
and the goodneſs of his heart, He was a perſon that always 
laboured to do good, but did not ſeem to be at any pains to be 
thought to do ſo, which modeſty gave an admirable luſtre to 
all his virtues. 5 


His performances in the pulpit pleaſed much. His ſtyle had 


ſometimes the appearances of negligence : His reaſoning al- 
ways labour'd. But he was peculiarly diſtinguiſhed as a 
preacher, by a faculty of expreſſing the nobleſt ſentiments and 


deepeſt reaſoning in plain eaſy language. The attentive could 


hardly fail of underſtanding him. Many have been tempted to 


think it eaſy to imitate him, and yet found it impoſſible. He 


was eloquent, but the moſt diſtant poſſible from loquacity ; | 


never a word too much. And when the argument he was up- 


on warmed his own imagination, a power of perſuaſion that 
ſurpriſed the judicious, attended him. Not rhetorical flowers, 
but ſtrong, irreſiſtible ſenſe, made it's way into men's minds. 
The ſubjects upon which he preached were always ſuch, as had 
a tendency to eſtabliſh men in the Chriſtian Faith, and to 


make their lives holy. He ſometimes preached long, but wes 


never tedious, His diſcourſes were always entertaining, and 


acceptable. There is great reaſon to lament, that his Sermons 


are now loſt to the world. He wrote but little, and made lit- 


tle uſe of papers in preaching. A very uncommon ſtrength of 
memory enabled him to deliver his meditations in the pulpit, 


with great eaſe to himſelf, and without any confuſion or loſs to 
the hearers. Nothing could be more remote from ramble and 


incoherence. Indeed, his memory was ſo tenacious, that he 


could for a long time, for years, recolleC a diſcourſe, with- 


out omitting any material thought that was in it when firſt de- 
livered ; and, as many judicious hearers thought, with very 
little variation in the language. 
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To conclude, He had the teſtimony of all his hearers to his 
diligence i in diſcharging all the more private duties of the paſto- 
ral office ; and of his near relatives, to the dignity and decency 
of his life, and the tenderneſs of his affections, in the ſeveral 
intimate relations of it. And ſeldom, verv ſeldom ſurely, 1s 
that character like to appear, that may not account it an ho- 
nour to be compared to Mr. Bruce in the ſimplicity of his 
ſpirit, the purity of his manners, and intellectual, eſpecially 
in miniſterial abilities. . 

He was ordained in Holyevood, in Mer, , 1711, and died 
December 1ſt, 1735. 
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manded by Brigadeer A-fftruther, which i Invitation he acceptcd z and continued in it 


Brief MEMOIRS 


Of the LIFE and CHARACTER of the Reverend 
Mr. SAMUEL HALIDAY. 


E was the fon of the Reverend Mr. Samuel Haliday of 
Ardſtraw in the county of Tyrone, a venerable old diſciple, 
whaſe hoary head was a crown of glory, being found in the way 
of righteouſneſs ; a faithful ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt, of ſixty 
youn ſtanding in the miniltry, Mr. Haliday junior after a 
iberal education at the ſchools in this country went abroad, 
and by ſome favourable events in Providence was placed in a 
ſtation * in which he had opportunity of ſeeing the moſt re- 
markable places in Europe, and ſtaying a conſiderable time in 


ſuch of them as promiſed him moſt improvement. In this 


ſtage of life, he contracted a very large acquaintance with men 


of the higher rank; but eſpecially with thoſe that were emi- 


nently learned, with many of whom he had a familiar intima- 


cy. Heat the fame time converſed much with books, and 


laid in a very conſiderable ſtock of valuable learning, He fix- 
ed in Belfaſt in Auguſt, 1720. 


II & 


After being ſometime in Hlland he paſſed his trials as a candidate for the Mini- 
ſtry; was ordained in Geneva, and invited to be chaplain to the regiment now com- 


till lis ſettlement in Bolfaft, 


S331 
He was a gentleman of polite manners and addreſs, and 
of a molt generous ſpirit. He was not capable of a mean or 
diſhoneſt thing. Nor could he bear to appear what he was not. 
His temper was naturally warm, and his affections moſt tender. 
He was a man of genius. He abhorred contuſion and perplexi- 
ty, and all his performances were eaſy, clear, and nicely cor- 
rect. He beſtowed much pains in compoling his Sermons, 
and delivered them, (which he did for many years without the 
uſe of notes) with great exactneſs. He had a faithful memo- 
ry, and an eaſy way in ſpeaking. He had laboured hard and 
with very good ſucceſs to form juſt notions of Religion, to 
know where it ends, and where ſuperſtition and enthuſiaſm 
begin. And he ſet himſelf with great zeal to recommend a rati- 
onal and ſenſible way of thinking in theſe matters. He had 
conceived, and always expreſſed, great indignation at the ſu- 
perſtitious inventions of men in the worſhip of God, and 
their additions to the laws of the Goſpel ; and looked upon 
every thing of that kind as of pernicious tendency, to put the 
religion of the means in the rom of that of the end. It was 
natural that he ſhould think in this manner, for he had gone a 
great length in ſtudying the popiſh controverſies ; underſtood 
them well, and thoroughly diſcerned the tendency of the po- 
piſh ſpirit, which made him jealous of every thing in which 
that at all appeared. But the true fear and worſhip of God, 
righteouſneſs, charity, and purity of life, he zealouſly preſſed 
upon his hearers ; and appeared not only in his public diſ- 
courſes, but in the whole of his conduct, to be an utter ene- 
my to all immorality. He was a perſon of very conſiderable 
viſdom and diſcretion in his conduct, and cautious of the ap- 
; pearances of evil; of great frankneſs of ſpirit in animadver- 
ting upon what he thought was amiſs in his friends; and great- 
ly concerned that they ſhould behave in a reputable manner. 
He appeared himſelf, to thoſe that knew him moſt intimately, 
to be of a ſerious ſpirit, and to have the true ends of life al- 
ways in his eye. The tenderneſs of his paſſions was ſuch, that 
his mind ſeemed to be rather great than equal, formed for en- 
joying proſperity handſomely rather than bearing diſtreſs ; and 
yet when he came to decline, and ſuffer much by a lingring 
iUneſs, that at laſt proved mortal, he bore it with great de- 
cency and firmneſs, and bid his adieu to the world in a manner 


chat very well became the conſtancy of the chriſtian tem- 
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believers of them ſhould be joined together in one heart and 


principles as into the faſhion of their cloaths, meerly becauſe it 
was the mode. Perſuaded himſelf, that infidelity was not the 
fruit of thinking freely, but of not thinking at all, or not 
thinking enough. 5 e 


was a Diſſenter upon conſcienti 


[ 32 ] 


He was a perſon of a benevolent and charitable ſpirit ; his 


heart and hand open to the poor and neceſſitous. And he had 


the feelings of ſympathy with his diſtreſſed friends in great 
tenderneſs. He was a friend and lover of mankind, and with 
reſpect to matters of Religion, knew no limits of charity, but 
what the laws of Chriſt preſcribe. He had a great averſion 
againſt a narrow ſpirit; and was a moſt zealous advocate for 
that latitude in communion which Chriſtianity allows. This 
appears ſufficiently in the labour he beſtowed in publiſhing to 
the world his own Reaſons for refuſing to ſubmit to terms of 
communion which he accounted unſcriptural, and therefore 
unwarrantable. He could not bear thoſe counſels and meaſures 
that ſtraiten and are, perhaps, ſometimes a ſnare to conſcience; 
and often lamented that men, otherwiſe of good character, 
and that did not ſeem to approve any thing that was like impo- 
ſition, ſhould ſuffer themſelves to be tempted into compliances, 
which tended to hand it down from age to age, and which, 
ſometime or other, might prove uneaſy to their own minds ; 


wiſhing nothing more earneſtly than that the holy Scriptures 


ſhould be uſed as the only teſt of orthodoxy, and that all firm 


communion. = | „„ | 
Such he was indeed himſelf : a believer upon full conviction 
of judgment, and very ready at the arguments by which the | 5 
Chriſtian Religion is proved to be of Divine Authority; eſpe- 
cially the great one taken from the Reſurrection of Chriſt, 
which he managed with much ſkill and dexterity. He often 
expreſſed great concern, that men pretending to wit, eſpeci- 
ally the younger and leſs thinking, had many of them got into 
a way of making light of Revelation; indulged themſelves in 
the-common-place raillery of infidels ; and ſeemed to go into 


As he was a Chriſtian from conviction of judgment, ſo he 

s principle. There is good 

reaſon to believe this. For he bb many fair opportunities of 
advancing himſelf in the world in another way, if he could 
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have fallen in with it. He looked upon the way of Proteſtant- 
Diſſenters to be moſt ſuitable to genuine Chriſtianity, and beſt 


calculated for anſwering the ends of it. This made him zealous 
in doing what was in his power to ſupport that intereſt. And 
he had in him the public ſpirit to a great degree; accounting 
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any expence of labour, or otherwiſe, well beſtowed, by which 
the common cauſe might receive advantage. 


Mr. Haliday on account of his knowledge of books and of 


the world, his generous ſpirit, genteel behaviour, and virtuous 


conduct, (which have been in this abridgment of his character 


juſt mentioned, rather than enlarged upon) could not but be 
in eſteem with men of worth. His company in private con- 


verſation was much courted. And he had a great meaſure of 


reſpect juſtly paid him. But I can't help in conclufion relating 
one paſſage, not at all noticeable in his life, otherwiſe than as 
it ſeems to give the true picture of his ſpirit, A young preacher 
wanted to be directed by him, how he might moſt acceptably 
and ſucceſsfully perform the ſervices of his ſtation. His anſwer 
was, That a man of ſenſe could not fail of ſucceſs, if he 
kept it conſtantly in view, as his great, or rather ſole aim, to 
do good to mankind. And that without this, no abilities, nor 


rules for conduct would render a man, in ſacred miniſtrations, 


ſucceſsful to the world, or with reſpec to the true ends of Re- 


ligion, to himſelf, He died, March 5th. 1738-9. 
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THE 


CONCLUS] ON 


BY THE 


PUBLISHER, 


| ſome obvious reflections will naturally occur to every 
- judicious reader; and others, leſs obvious but equally 


110 a ſerious peruſal of the SERMON and Me uorns, 


juſt, will be the work of a more mature deliberation. Some 
things, touched in a tranſient way and not explained, may ſeem 


to need illuſtration. And, all good men will find themſelves diſ- 
poſed to improve the inſtructions communicated in them, for 


the ſervice of Religion, and for the honour of Almighty 


God. — © 
Thoſe who knew the men will be pleaſed to ſee the true 


pictures of their intellectual and moral endowments, of their 


gifts, learning, labours, piety, charity, humility, zeal, temper, 


and converſation, drawn from the life, with the lights and 


ſhades of their originals ; to which they carry ſuch a peculiar 


| likeneſs, that the character of any one of the five does per- 


fectly diſtinguiſh him from all the reſt, and can agree to none 


but himſelf, Had there been no names prefixed to them, all 
who knew the men could have told who they had been drawn 


for. To them I appeal for the truth of what I ſay. 
E 2 Thoſe 


known till the year 1725; in which all the Miniſters, of which 
„ 5 1 
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Thoſe who had not the pleaſure of their acquaintance may 
reſt aſſured that the public is not impoſed upon, by the accounts 
they receive of theſe worthy men. For, to fay nothing of the 
known candour and diſcerning judgment of the author ; the 
concurring teſtimony of great numbers, of unqueſtionable ve- 
racity and underſtanding, cannot fail of eſtabliſhing the credi- 
bility of them, in the opinion of all unbiafled judges, The 
characters themſelves do carry, in the very face of them, the 
genuine marks of an honeſt and fair reprefentation. One can 
eaſily perceive, in every one of them, the FoiBLE as well as 
the AMIABLE and the EXCELLENT ; the ray of Divinity 


ſhining thro? the frailty of the mortal, and ſometimes obſcured 


by it. For this treaſure they had in earthen weſſels, that the 
excellency of the power might be of God and not of them. 

While I reflect, with pleaſure, on the large meaſure of 
Divine Knowledge they had attained ; juſtice to their memagy, 


and the hopes I conceive of it's being uſeful to many, have in- 


duced me to lay before the world a brief account of a Voluntary 


Society, whereof they were members, and which they highly 
eſteemed ; regarding it as one of the principal means of their 
improvement. e ; 


In the year 1705, this Society was firſt erected. It conſiſt- 
ed originally of Proteſtant-Diſſenting Miniſters, members of 
different preſpyteries, of ſtudents of Divinity, and candidates; 


whoſe places of reſidence rendered their attendance practicable. 
There was only one of the five brethren a member from the 

frſt foundation, and the other four came into it, according to 
the different times of their ordination, or of the com- 


mencement of their ſtudies; and the caſe was the ſame with 
reſpect to all who afterwards joined them. Beſide the ſtated 
members, there were ſome who occaſionally aſſiſted at their 
conferences. In a few. years, they came to be the object of 


the attention of the public: Sermons were preached before 
them, upon the nature and ſcriptural terms, of the unity of 
the Chriſtian Church; the nature, and miſchief, of Schiſm ; 
the Rights of conſcience, and of private judgment; the ſole 


dominion of Chriſt in his own kingdom; the nature, power, 
and eftects of excommunication ; and, other ſubjects of that 
kind, By the acceſſion of new members, and a change in 


the ſituation of ſome of the old ones, Belfaſt became the moſt 
_ central place for their meeting; whence aroſe the denomination 


of the BELFAST-SocIE TY. Under this character they were 


a" 
22 
>; 
* 9 
i. 
P73 
BY 
S” 
L008 
1 
2 8 
. , Ls 5 
f * 
en 
19 4 + | 
1 
1 
23 * 
13 
ge ; 
* 
13 
Fe 
* 1 
5 
8 
1 
E . * 
5 
2 


"TL 97-1 
it was then compoſed, were erected into one preſbytery, by 
the name of the preſbytery of Antrim. In this preſbytery of 
Antrim that ſociety does ſtill ſubſiſt, but, alas] under the diſ- 


advantage of having loſt five of our ableſt hands by death, and 
the removal of two more into other parts of this kingdom. 


ThePLan that was formed, for the buſineſs of the Soc iE v, 


by the unanimous agreement of it's firſt founders, appears to 


me to have been the nobleſt, and the very beſt for improve- 
ment, that could have been contrived by men in their circum- 
ſtances. It was this. At every meeting, two were appointed 


to read and ſeriouſly conſider three or four chapters of the 
Bible, or more, according to the nature of the ſubjects con- 
tained in them, and to preſent to the next meeting the doubts 
that ſhould occur to them, or that they ſhould hnd in commen- 


tators, about the true meaning of difficult paſſages, with the 
beſt ſolutions of them; the one, beginning at the old Jeſta- 


ment, and the other at the New. "Theſe doubts and ſolutions 
were canvaſſed by the meeting to whom they were preſented. 
If the folution proved univerſally ſatisfactory, and yet had 


ſomething uncommon ; or, in caſe nothing ſatisfactory was 
offered in the ſociety ; in either of theſe caſes, a paper was 
ordered to be prepared, and laid before the next ſociety, where 


the ſubject was reſumed. In this manner we propoſed to go 


through the whole Scriptures ; proceeding at every meeting to 


conſider ſome paſſages, ſubſequent to thoſe that had been 
treated in the former. But this did not hinder any member 


from propoſing his doubt, or difficulty, with relation to any 


part whatſoever of the Bible, tho' it ſhould not be within 


the bounds aſſigned to others; and, every one had a freedom to 


propoſe his doubt, which, he apprehended, had been over- 
looked by him whoſe province it was to have brought it in, 


And ſuch occaſional doubts were treated after the ſame manner 
as the former. 


Another branch of our buſineſs was, what we called, 4 
communication of ſtudies ; that is, that every member ihould, 
at every meeting, communicate to the whole the ſubitance oi 


every thing he found remarkable in the books he had read ftince 


the former meeting. By this means, a bookiſh diſpoſition was 


encouraged and kept up in all; every man's reading came to 


be better digeſted by his talking it over to his friends; new 
matter and queſtions were often ſtarted upon theſe occaſions, 


that iſſued in ſome very agreeable eclarciſſement of the ſubjcet 


in hand ; and, which was beſt of all, every individual member 
reaped the benefit of the learning contained in a great variety 
of curious books, which no ſingle man among the, Tad 

„„ Sn eiſure 
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1 leifure to read, or perhaps money to purchaſe; and, for this 
17 end, care was taken that the ſame book ſhould not be bought by E 
115 any two of them, except where it was of conſtant and neceſſary E 
$1464 uſe in the library of every Miniſter. And, for the better ma- |. 
J naging this part of our work, we endeavoured to procure the 
| beſt intelligence we could of the moſt uſeful books that were 
- publiſhed, in order to our making the beſt choice of them. 
It was a fixed reſolution amongſt us, that at every meeting 
we ſhould have a diſſertation upon ſome ſelect ſubject, and 
frequently we had two or three, prepared by order of the pre- 
ceding meeting. The rule which directed our choice of pro- 
per ſubjects, and the manner in which we made it, was this; 
We reſolved, that papers ſhould be prepared on ſubjects that 
had importance, as well as ſome difficulty; carefully avoiding 
too curious and unſcriptural Speculations, which can make no 
man wiſer or better, accounting all gue/t:ons about ſuch mat- 
ters to be fooliſh and unlearned, knowing that they do gender 
ſtriſe, according to the doctrine of St. Paul, 2 Tim. ii. 23. 
Under this regulation, every member propoſed a ſubject ; and, 
out of the whole the ſociety choſe ſuch of them as were of the ; 
_ greateſt moment. For the aſſiſtance of the perſons appointed 
to form diſcourſes, the ſociety conferred upon them, and ad. 
viſed them to the books they had ſeen on thoſe heads. When 
the diſcourſes were delivered, the conferences were reſumed ; 
and, frequently long debates aroſe, which were managed with 
great temper and ſtrength of reaſon ; no man diſputing for 
victory, but ſearching impartially into all that could be ſaid on 
both ſides of a queſtion, for finding the truth. To mention the 
various ſubjects of theſe diſcourſes, would extend this Concluſion 
to a length, that would bear no proportion to the other parts of 2 
this Appendix : But, it may not be amiſs, for diſcovering the [7 
genius of the five brethren (whoſe characters led me to take no- 
tice of this ſociety, and who were it's great ornaments) to 
name the following. The Divine Exiſtence, and perfeCtions, 
natural and moral. The foundations of natural Religion and 
moral obligation, The truth and excellency of the Chriſtian 
Religion ; with the demonſtration of it from the intrinſic evi- 
dences, taken from the native tendency of the Religion of 
Chriſt to reſtore human nature to it's true dignity, to promote 
the happineſs of mankind, to give us juſt notions of the Deity, : 
to inſpire us with a ſuperlative love to Him, and to direct us ta | 
an elevated picty and pure devotion, free from ſuperſtition and 
enthuſiaſm, perfectly rational and worthy of God. The ex- 
trinſic evidences of it's truth were conſidered ; ſuch as mira- 
cles, propheſy, the reſurrection of Chriſt, the — þ 
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gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, and the ſwift progreſs and propagation 


of the Goſpel, in oppoſition to all the ſecular powers of the 


world, and the united efforts of all the learning of the Jewiſh 
Rabbi's and Heathen Philoſophers, over all which the Goſpel 


triumphed. The objections of Infidels of all kinds were con- 
ſidered. No Men were better qualified for doing juſtice to 


theſe ſubjects, than the frve Miniſters above-mentioned. For 


their lives were a ſtrong refutation of that raillery of Infidels, 
which reſolves Chriſtianity into mere prieftcraft, They dit- 


claimed all power over the conſciences of other men, they 
betook themſelves to 2n employment, that, fo far from giving 


them any proſpect of riches and wealth, of great power and 
authority, could do no more than ſet them at a decent diſtance 
from poverty and want. I hope a great many paſtors of the 


Chriſtian Church (of all perſuaſions) can, in the ſame manner, 


by the holineſs of their lives, and by a diſintereſted zeal, free 
from all covetous and ambitious views, effectually deliver our 
Holy Religion from that unworthy imputation; and, I am 
cConfident it muſt be very agreeable to them, to know the ſer- 
| vices rendered to ſo glorious a cauſe, by their deceaſed bre- 


a 


I muſt not omit the mention of one ſubject we had under our 
conſideration in the SOCIETY, which is very worthy of the in- 


quiry of all good Proteſtants. While Proteſtants are fo unhappily 
divided amongſt themſelves and ſplit into different communions, 
we thought it might be of general uſe to form a collection of 


what was good and excellent in them all; to look into the 


cuſtoms and uſages of the Lutherans and Caluiniſis, the churches 


of the Epiſcopal, the Preſbyterian, the Congregational forms, 


the venerable ancient YVaudois and Predmonteſe, who never ſub- 


mitted to Rome, and the Greet churches, If every church 


would fall into an imitation of what ever is good and excellent 
in all her Siſter-churches, this would lay a foundation for cha- 
rity and peace, and aſſiſt paſtors in their ſacred miniſtrations 


for attaining to all the true ends of Religion. The Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, who are not hampered by Canons and Acts of 


Parliament, have it in their power to chuſe, for themſelves, 
the very beſt cuſtoms and practiſes that have appeared in any 


age of the Church : And, there are many worthy men within 
the eſtabliſhment, who would rejoyce to ſee ſuch a Collection, 
as would recommend itſelf to the ſober and wiſe, of all deno- 


In the Soctt Ty, we frequently communicated to one ano- 


ther our experience of what we found to be the moſt ſuccefsful 


way 
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way of preaching, viſiting the ſick, comforting and ſtrength- 
ning the weak, reproving the wicked, and admoniſhing men 


of habitually good characters for their faults. and of managing 


all the parts of the paſtoral office. Lo confirm the general 
account I have given, I refer the reader to the Circular Letter 
of the SOCIETY directed to all their Brethren in Ireland, 


dated at Belfaſt, Dec. 7, 1720, intended as an Apology for 


their Conduct: It had the unanimous approbation of the five 
Miniſters, who had a principal ſhare in the framing it. It has 
the following remarkable Clauſe * * We believe that in obe- 
% dience to the general Rules of the Word of God, applied 
4 to thoſe circumſtances in which Providence hath ſet us, it 
c is our duty to meet in our Society: The improvement of 


_«« Chriſtian Knowledge is a plain duty; that we ſhould give 


© our ſelves to reading, is a plain Apoſtolical Canon; that we 
cc {hould converſe upon what we read and meditate, is evident- 
ly reaſonable. Now, our Society determines nothing but 
the time and place, and ſuch like circumſtances of religious 
duties, antecedently and directly preſcribed in the Bible, 
cc tho' mentioned only in general rules. We declare from 
& our experience, and (if our hearts deceive us not) without 


c vain glory and affectation, that our meeting in Society hath 


e been very profitable to us, for helping us to know the will 
of our Great Lord and Maſter, and for qualifying us for the 
more faithful diſcharge of our Miniſtry,” PO 


The reader cannot but obſerve, that the SERMON and 
Mx moiRs take notice, as an ingredient in all the characters of 
the five Miniſters, that with zeal they eſpouſed the Cauſe of 


_ Chriſtian Liberty, and made a reſolute and bold ſtand in it's 


defence, which expoſed them to popular odium and other great 
inconveniences, againft which neither their unexceptionable 
(nay, their. exemplary) moral character, nor their ſhining gifts 
could protect them. What they called the Cauſe of Chriſtian 
Liberty, is not explained in their characters; and, perhaps, 


many who have no knowledge of what they meant by it, may 


ſuſpect that it mult have been ſome monſtrous error, unhin- 


ging Chriſtianity itſelf, and ftriking at the vitals of Religion, 
that drew upon them ſuch reſentment, and iſſued in a public 


Breach between their Brethren and them. I think it, there- 


fore, no more than an act of bare juſtice due to the memo 


of ſuch worthy men, and a ſervice I owe (J do not ſay to the 


Diſſenting, but) to the Proteſtant Intereſt, to aſſure all, who | 


want 
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want to be ſatisfied, that the matters comprehended in their 


notion of Chriſtian Liberty, were extraeſſential points, i. e. 


points in which the eſſence of Religion did not conſiſt ; ſuch 
as — wiſe, pious, and learned men have differed, and 
now do differ about ; and, that it would be very unreaſonable 


and uncharitable, to detract in the leaſt from the glory and 


merit of an amiable character, whatever ſide of the Queſtion 
any man may find himſelf obliged in the ſimplicity and ſinceri- 


ty of his heart to embrace, upon an impartial inquiry, It 
muſt be very agreeable to all worthy men, to obſerve the mu- 


tual Juſtice and Charity, that is apparent in the conduct of all 
the wiſe and the good towards one another, both wwithin and 
without the National Eſtabliſhment. Have not learned and 
pious Divines within it highly applauded the performances of 
many of the Diſſenters, who have been zealous and learned 


Advocates for the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, tho' they knew them 
to be zealous Diſſenters at the ſame time; beſtowing as liberal 


encomiums upon their writings as any of their own Brethren 


have done, warmly recommending them to the peruſal of both 
Clergy and Laity? Have they not honoured virtuous and 
ſhining characters among the Diſſenters? On the other hand, 


Have not the ſober and wiſe among the Diſſenters feaſted their 


eyes, and found an inexpreſſible joy, in reading the charming 
good ſenſe, and ſtrains of Piety that are to be found in the 
writings of many of their Brethren of the eſtabliſned Church? 


Have they not greatly admired the luſtre of their Virtue in pri- 
vate life? This charitable temper, for the encreaſe and pre- 


vailing influence whereof good men do daily pray to the God 


of love and peace, does redound to the credit of pure and un- 
defiled Religion, to the honour of the Kingdom of God which 
conſiſteth in righteouſneſs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, in 


which the good and the wiſe are perfectly agreed; and not in 
meat and drink, lefler matters, wherein they may and do con- 
ſcientiouſly differ. And, is not the caſe the very ſame with 


reſpect to the different denominations of Proteſtant-Diſſenters, 
whoſe differences are not wider than thoſe which ſubſiſt be- 


tween the eſtabliſned Church, and the whole Diſſenting Body, 
nor more important? And, why then ſhould not people of all 
denominations among them, treat one anothers characters with 


the ſame decency and eſteem that other good Proteſtants have 


diſcovered for them, notwithſtanding of their different way of 
thinking in other matters; and with the ſame regard, that 
themſelves have ſhown to the worthy characters of others of a 
different perſuaſion from the 9 T 


If 


[ 42 ] 


ti any one wants a detail of the whole controverſy that was 


for divers years managed in Synods, and was carried to the 
Preſs by the contending Parties, he ought to peruſe the writings 
publiſhed on both fides. But, my preſent deſign being only 
to ſet before the Reader ſome valuable characters that merit 
his attention, it would be impertinent in me to divert him, by 
matters of debate, from a ſerious conſideration of what will 


be univerſally acknowledged to be, beyond all debate, truly 


good and excellent, One thing, indeed, I think may and 
ought to be done, very conſiſtently with my profeſſed intention 
as a PUBLISHER ; nay, in a plain ſubſerviency to it, becauſe 


it may promote Charity by removing or preventing miſtakes. 
What I mean, is, to put it in the Reader's power to ſee clearly 


and diſtinctly the notions of Chriſtian Liberty maintained, 
by the five Miniſters, and by all who concurred in opi- 
nion with them, expreſſed in heir own words, Their Sen- 
timents are contained in Six PROPOSITIONS, drawn up by 
themſelves, which the Reader will find at the foot of the page, 
* if he has any curioſity to look into them; whether thoſe 


| Propolitions 


* Proy. I. Ovn Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the only Head, King and Lawgiver to 


His Church, hath by his invariable Laws, recorded in the New Teſtament, perfectly 
and ſufficiently determined all the conditions and terms which the Chriftian Church, 


or any part of it, or any private member or members, or any officer or officers in it, 
conſidered in either his or their relation to particular churches or congregations, or the 
Catholic Church, or to Ecclefiaſtical aſſociations and aflemblies, ought to comply 
with, in order to their being qualified for, received into, and continued in external 
Religious Communion, whether Miniſterial or Chriſtian, in the viſible Church. All 


Chriſtians who comply with Chriſt's Terms, have a right by the Goſpel Charter to 
be received into Religious Communion in all Churches in which they are called to it, 


and no Church or ſett of uninſpired men whether met in Synods, Councils, or any 
other ſcciety, have any power from Chriſt to add any other terms of Religious Com- 


munion to thoſe he had ſettled in the Goſpel; and whenever they preſume to do fo, 
all their deciſions, laws and canons, ard all the penal ſanctions annexed to them, 


are null and void in themſelves, not only for want of a competent authority to enact 


them, but for their contrariety to ſome plain and important Laws of the Goſpel, 


wherein the blefled Head of the Church hath reſerved to himſelf the peculiar power 


and prerogative of enacting and preſcribing all neceſſary conditions and terms of our 


Religious Communion ;z and when Chriſtians refuſe compliance with ſuch impoſitions, 
they are ſo far fiom being guilty of deſpiſing lawful authority that their pious zeal for 


the Scriptural Purity and Catholick Simplicity. of Religious Communion ought to be 
commended after the example of St. Paul, who in ſuch a caſe would nat give place 
by ſubjection, no not for an hour, that the truth of the. Goſpel might be continued, Gal. 


i, 1 


Prop. II. CAN DIDAT ES for the holy Miniſtry may give clear and ſutficient 


evidence of their Soundneſs in the Faith, without ſubſcribing or profeſſing an aſſent 


to any one impoſed uninſpired Form of Articles or Confeſſion of Faith; and they 


may as fully fatisfy their ordainers, concerning their fitneſs to preach the Chriſtian 
Faith, without ſubſcribing any ſuch Confeſſion, as they may prove their aptneſs to 
preſide in the publick Worſhip of Ged, without declaring their aſſent to any preſcribed 
Human Liturgy or Form of Prayer, 


ProP. 
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Propoſitions be true or falſe, juſt or unjuſt, is not the buſineſs 
of this paper to determine. I will not offer one ſingle word 
in their Defence ; nor can any one expect, that I ſhould fa 
any thing againſt them, The ſole reaſon I had for taking any 
notice of them here, was to ſhow what they were not; of which 
| no 


ProyP, III. Wx are humbly of opinion that the great Head of the Church, hath 


given no power to the Church to make any Canon or Religious Law by which an in- 


trant into the Miniſtry who gives ſufficient proof of his Seundneſs in the Faith, and 
of his having all the other miniſterial qualifications and abilities required in the Goſ- 
pel, ſhall be refuſed licence to preach the Goſpel, ordination or inſtalment, meerly 
becauſe he refuſeth to give his aſſent or ſubſcription to the Weſtminſter- Confeſſion, or 


to any one Uninſpired Confeſſion, as the ſole and excluſive teſt and ſtandard of Ortho- 


doxy and Term of Miniſterial Communion ; and ſeeing Chriſt himſelf hath neither 


made, nor given any Power to others to make any ſuch Law, it ought to be treated 


and conſidered by all perſons affected by it as NULL and VOID init ſelf: And 


it is the Duty, of Miniſters to licence, ordain, and inſtal, upon a regular application, 


all who are qualified according to the Goſpel, any pretended Law or Canon of any 
Church whatſoever to the contrary notwithſlanding. | | 


| Prop. IV. To impoſe a Declaration of Aſſent to the Weſtminfter- Confeſſion upon 
parents, as the condition of the Baptiſm of their children, is to add a new Term of 


Communion which Chriſt never appointed; to encourage implicit Faith, and the 
taking of the Name of God in vain, by the greateſt number of parents, whoſe capacity, 

education and opportunities can't be ſuppoſed ſufficient to enable them to make ſuch a 
profeſſion with underſtanding and judgment; is an arbitrary refuſal of a Seal of the 
Chriſtian Coyenant, and a groſs abuſe of the Paſtoral Office; therefore we can't in 


conſcience join in any ſuch Impoſition, tho? we ſcruple not to give our publick advice 
and recommendation to parents, at the Baptiſm of their children, ſeriouſly to peruſe 
the Weſtminſter-Confeſſion and Catechiſms, as a good Summary of the main heads 


of the Chriſtian Doctrine, comparing them with the Word of God; that their Faith 


Hand not in the wiſdom of men, but in the Power of God; and that they would uſe 
them as good helps for their growth in knowledge, and for inſtructing their children. 


Por. V. T x requiring from the members of our judicatories, or from any 
other Chriſtian in communion with us, Declarations of Faith, upon the Penalty of 
Noncommunion, while the perſon required to make ſuch declarations ſtands in judg- 
ment upon an accuſation, and cannot be fairly convicted upon evidence; or, for re- 


moving of jealouſies, even tho? the declaration ſhould be required from an apprehen- 
ſion in the judicatory requiring it, that it will contribute to the glory of Gcd, and the 


edification of Souls, appears to us to be a new Term of Communion which Chriſt. 
| hath not preſcribed ; and the ſetting up in the Church an EXHORBITANT and 


ARBITRARY Power, contrary to the eſſential rights of Natural Equity, ever- 


ſive of Chriſtian Diſcipline ; a ſnare to conſcience, deſtructive of the Liberties of Chri- 
ſtians, and the holding of an inquiſition, juſtly complain'd of, and clearly refuted fiom 


the Holy Scriptures by the moſt pious and learned Proteſtants of all perſuaſions ; and 
a tame ſubmiſſion to ſuch Claims of Power, and a compliance with its demands, even 


tho? the Article to be declared ſnould appear true and important to him upon whom 
| the Declaration is impoſed, appears to us to be a ſinful Violation of ſome plain and 
important Laws of the Goſpel, 5 


Px or. VI. SunscRIPTIONS and Declarations, which are called VOLUN- 


| TARY, when the ſubſcribers and declarers know that the non-ſubſcribers and non- 


declarers muſt incur a popular odium, and are in danger of being rendered uſeleſs in the 


work of the Miniſtry, with reſpect to many at leaſt, who they know will break 
Communion with them on that ſcore, ſeem to us not to be really voluntary; but 


to carry with them all the force and fling of real impoſitions, loaded with heavy and 


_ ſevere Penalties, and therefore we can't in Conſcience comply with them. 
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no man can have any evidence ſo ſhort, and yet ſo full and fo 
fatisfactory, as by ſeeing what they afually were. I am confi- 
dent all unprejudiced Readers, and I would gladly hope that 
even the moſt ſcrupulous, will freely acknowledge that they 
contain nothing heretical, nothing inconſiſtent with the eſſen- 
tial Principles of Chriſtianity or an Holy Life, nothing that 
will exclude any man from the Favour of God and the hope of 


Eternal Life; and, nothing that can extinguiſh,or even diminiſh, | 
the peace and joy of believing. If this be granted, which I can- 


not well ſuppoſe any ſound Knownng Proteſtant capable of de- 
nying, I have all that I aim at. hen this Divine Principle I 
have been advancing ſhall univerſally prevail, and be juſtly ap- 
plied in all caſes that will bear an application, then ſhall true 
worth command the reſpect of all honeſt men, and be impar- 
tially regarded by men of all parties. Then ſhall no man be 
admired, and no man be contemned, meerly for his being of 
this, or that denomination ; nothing but real goodneſs will 
_ eſtabliſh his character, and nothing but the want of it will 
make any man look little and contemptible in the world. Ac- 
_ cording to this equitable rule, did %% five good men conduct 
themſelves in the judgment they formed of other men; and 


both Juſtice and Charity require, that their own characters, 


which can ſtand the Teſt of it, ſhould remain firm and un- 
ſhaken in the eſteem of all who have any regard for eminent 
virtue and real worth. 5 ESE DPS: 
O! happy day, for them, that has carried theſe dear Great 
Souls from a world of ſtrife and vanity into the peaceful un- 
diſturbed Regions of perfect Love and Joy, where every man 
of true Charity will ſuppoſe them to be ſinging, in raptures of 
praiſe and triumph, that bleſſed Song, Unto him that loved us, 
and waſhed us from our fins in his own blood, and hath made us 


kings and prieſts unto God and His Father; to him be Glory and 


dominion for ever and ever. Amen, 7; 
In order to our being poſſeſſed, in due time, of the happi- 
neſs they enjoy; let us faithfully imitate the real goodneſs that 


| adorned their Chriſtian Profeſſion ; let us be followers of them 
in all things wherein they were followers of Chriſt ; and to our 
moſt pious endeavours let us add our fervent Prayers, that the 


Cad off peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Feſus, 
that great ſhepherd of the ſheep, thro the blood of the everlaſting 
Covenant, would 'make us a 0575 in every good work to do His 
Fill, working in us that which is well pleaſing in His Sight, 


through Jas Chriſt, to whom be ghory for ever and om. 2 


Amen. 8 a 
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